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Michelle’s Message -Te Karere a Michelle

Kia ora koutou, ni hau, faakalofa atu, namaste, cyfarchion,
konnichiwa, suostei, kia orana, groete, kumusta, ahlan, talofa,
mhoroi, ahoj and hello.

A special welcome to Blake who has started recently in Hihi.
We are excited to have you begin your learning journey at
Mosston.

This term we have some staffing changes. We have welcomed
Tarryn Cleveland back to a full time position in Kereru (Room 1)
while Bronwyn Maddox is on maternity leave. Ms. Wen Bear
has joined the staff as a classroom release teacher in Kiwi and
Tui Hubs. Looking ahead to 2025, Roman Kerr has taken a year's
leave to teach overseas and we have appointed Ms Kim Gust to

4.4y his position. We currently
" v have student teachers in
Hihi, Room 2 and Room 6 - (L
* to R) Stella, Rhys and Cassie.
We are fortunate to be able
to support them on their
teaching journey.

We had a great start to the short week with our Grandparents’
Day on Tuesday. It was lovely to see the different generations
together and to see the enjoyment on our student’s faces as
they shared their learning and their school with them.

Dance Champions

= 5

Success has come
Mosston's way in the past
few weeks!

Our students won the Whanganui Dance Competition, the West
Cluster Speech Competition (1st and 2nd places) and the Year 6
Mathex (Our Year 5 team came 3rd) We are incredibly proud of
these students who represented us so well.

As you are no doubt aware, it is a very busy time in Education
and there are many areas of focus for this government
including Structured Literacy, the new Maths and English
curriculums and attendance. Tomorrow we will be looking at
the new Maths Curriculum as we plan to teach this from the
start of 2025. Structured Literacy is changing the way we teach
and there is some information for whanau on the new
Structured Literacy approach included this newsletter. We hope
to have a parent information session to share more with you.

The start to term four has been very busy and we are excited
about the events ahead - athletics, Year 6 leavers dinner, our
WOW performance and prize giving, end of year Ka Pai kids
activities, whole school Marae visit and more. It is a very busy
term so please check out the dates in coming events and keep
an eye on the weekly noticeboard.

Nga mihi nui
Michelle
mwatson@ mosston.school.nz

Attendance
Attendance - Did you know (pt1)? Matters

One of the things we are continuing to focus on this term is

student attendance. You will hear us talking about this with
you, with our students and it remains a strong subject of

conversation in the staff room.

If a student misses one day of school every two weeks, they
miss more than a whole year of school by 16 years of age. As a
parent or caregiver, you, alongside our school, play a key role in
building strong habits of regular school attendance.

All students are legally required to attend school every day and
it is a shared responsibility to make sure students attend and
engage in learning from when they first start school.

You must let the school know if your child is going to be absent
or intends to be absent for a portion of the school term for
whatever reason, like a tangi or medical procedure. Family
holidays or taking time off for family occasions are not

acceptable reasons for being absent.

With 176 students all wearing the same uniform, it is
very easy for uniform items, particularly polar fleeces

and shoes, to get mixed up.
and check your child is wearing their own.
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Student Spotlight - Mia, Alfred and Charlie

Our kereru tamariki have been working hard as per usual! Here
are some showing us a variety of their mahi. Mia is holding her
excellent writing. Alfred presents us with his pastel fish on a
dyed background with some seaweed for added effect. Charlie is
sharing her literacy workbook. Ka pai tamar|k| mal

Student Leader - Georgia
Hello, I'm Georgia. | believe, that being |
a leader is all about making a positive
impact on our school community. I'm
an honest, playful and optimistic
person, qualities which help me in this E&
role. I'm not afraid to learn by my
mistakes and I'm always striving to
improve myself. | take responsibilities
seriously and | try to set a good
example for others.

I’'m excited to take on this leadership position that allows me to
serve our school and fellow students. Whether it’s peer
mediator, being a librarian or any other role, I’'m ready to step
up and make a difference. In the past | have contributed to
various jobs and activities in my time at school. | help with
Breakfast Club and am a PE shed monitor as well as a librarian. |
am also in the kapa haka ropu,

| have gained confidence in my abilities from doing these
activities and am enjoying meeting the challenges of being a
student leader.

OWL (Ruru) Awards (opportunities for wisdom and learning)
The OWLS’ recently visited Pukeko and Ruru. Aria received her
OWL for working hard with all her mahi. Noah B won his OWL
because of his positive attitude and helpful ways. Jaxin was
awarded his OWL for trying hard with all his mahi. Elsa always
gives 100% to all her mahi so also gained an OWL. Well done
children!
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CARES Award Winners

Congratulations to our recent CARES winners for being
Respectful. Ka pai Johnny, Zoe, Emi, Rogue, Ryleigh, Marley,
Hazel W, Emily E, Braylin, Kelsey, Lucy P, Zweli and Lachlan AC.

2025 Term dates
Term 1 - 3 February to 11 April (Closed Fri 7th Feb)

Term 2 - 28 April to 27 June
Term 3 - 14 July to 19 September
Term 4 - 6 October to 17 December

Parents have raised concerns about the behaviour of
children in the playground after school finishes for the
day. If your child wishes to play after school they must
have an adult with them. We expect that the behaviour
at this time should be at the same high level
that is expected of the children during the
day. If you are experiencing any problems
with behaviour, please let staff know. Thank
you for your support.

Seesaw Snippets

¥ | love to see the amazing ideas and creative art you do at
school. It's so important to celebrate our country and look
after the planet. It sounds like the Mosston School values
match with our family’s values too. Keep up the fantastic
learning. What will you learn next?

% This is amazing! What fantastic work! You are learning so
much and | love seeing and hearing all about the hard work
you've been doing. Your art work is beautiful and your writing
is looking amazing. Well done, I'm so proud of you.

¥ | loved how you used personification to create the image of
the trees eating up the cars. That was really interesting for
me. The dancing daffodils with the wind blowing their
delicate green leaves was a scene | enjoyed imagining too.
Well done.

¥¢ Goodness inquiry is lots of fun. And look at all the cool topics
you learnt heaps about. Grandma is so very proud of how you
share and work alongside your friends in the classroom. What
an exciting term you have coming up in your ‘Flash Trash’ unit
Grandma’s looking forward to what you do during that unit.
Keep being awesome Mr Clever Cloggs!

What’s Coming Up - also visit www.mosston.school.nz

6 Nov Senior Athletics at 1pm

8 Nov Tough Kid’s Challenge - Rooms 4 - 6
All library books due back
School Assembly at 2:20pm
11 Nov Visit to Rutherford Junior High for students enrolled there
13 Nov Whole school visit to Whangaehu Marae
15 Nov Inter School Athletics - selected team
19 Nov Junior School Athletics at 1:30pm
22 Nov Christmas Hamper No Uniform Day - bring a Christmas item
for the hampers
4 Dec Leavers Dinner at The Barracks
6 Dec HOOT pizza lunch
10 Dec End of year prize giving at Central Baptist Chruch from 6pm
12 Dec Final assembly at 2pm
13 Dec Last school day. Pick up time 12:30pm

Each weekday Breakfast Club 8:15-9am
Pita Pit orders via www.lunchonline.co.nz on Fridays



Mosston School - Structured Literacy Journey

Structured Literacy is an evidence-based approach that is grounded in the Science of Reading and it is the most efficient
teaching and learning approach for ALL children.

Over the past few years we have been changing our teaching practice and you may have noticed a difference in how
your child is taught and what they bring home for home learning. As a school, we have partnered with Learning Matters
to ensure this approach becomes embedded and sustainable across our school.

The findings from the Science of Reading have taught us some very important lessons that we cannot ignore.
We know...

. Reading is not a natural process. Previously, we believed that learning to read was as natural as learning to
speak. We now know about the skills that good readers implement and the parts of the brain that are involved in
the reading process.

o We know what aspects we should assess and teach to students who are not progressing in reading and spelling.
. We now know that all brains learn to read in the same way and that these areas of the brain can be trained and
developed.

You are possibly wondering how this will affect your child’s home learning. Some key aspects are as follows:

o We will be implementing a very explicit approach to the teaching of spelling. You will notice a much more system-
atic sequence to the practising of spelling words.

o Your child may bring home what is known as a ‘decodable reader’. In these books, the letter representations relate
to the sounds and letters that your child is learning through a set teaching order.

o Your child may bring home a reading book to share with you. If they're a beginning reader, it may be one for you
read aloud to them. Otherwise, they might have a word list, passage, or book to read to you. The prompts below
will help to guide you!

. Most children will transition off decodable readers and move to what we call authentic readers - these are books
such as junior journals, journals and PM readers.

We are excited about this approach and are already seeing some fantastic results!

As a parent, you may wish to learn more about this approach and the Science of Reading. If you have questions, please
feel free to talk to your class teacher or our literacy leaders Diane and Sarah. They will be happy to explain how we are
teaching your child. You may even like to come in and watch some lessons in action!

Diane & Sarah (Literacy Lead Teachers)

¥

The ‘iDeal’ Reading Prompts

Remember, we read from left to right

1 a Learning MATTERS

?i : Point to the Word @)) S1X Single Syllable Words:

. Out loud, pull the word apart by
P" reading all of the sounds.

- H -1 (point out any irregular sounds to the
reader, e.g, in the word what the ‘a’ has
a short /6] sound.)

MultiSyllabic Words:

Look for the pattern by marking
i out the and .
Blend the sounds in the first
syllable: d-i-g - 'dig’.
Blend the sounds in the next
syllable g-i-n-g = 'ging’. Blend
d | the syllables back together to
ng say the word.




