
Michelle’s Message 
Kia ora koutou, ni hau, faakalofa atu, namaste, cyfarchion, 
konnichiwa, suostei, kia orana, groete, g’day, ahlan, talofa, 
mhoroi and hello.  
 

A big welcome to our new students so far this  year... In Hihi: 
Parris, Sebastian, Alexis, Zoe, Jack, Carter and Braxton, in 
Pukeko: Ryleigh, Odette and Renee, in Room 5 Theo, Caleb and 
Greer, in Room 6: Zweli, and Kora. We loved having so many 
whānau join us for our whakatau on Tuesday and to celebrate 
the beginnings of new whānau  partnerships. We know that 
strengthening these relationships brings the greatest outcomes 
for our tamariki. 

 

We are excited to welcome Caitlin Gillum to 
the teaching team. Caitlin is a new teaching 
graduate and will be teaching in Ruru. It is 
always exciting to support new teachers as 
they begin their teaching journey.  
 

We are excited to see everyone back and to have our learning 
programmes underway. Class newsletters have  been shared 
with you and I encourage you to have the Seesaw and Facebook 
notifications for these apps turned on so your phone will keep 
you up to date with school happenings.  
 

Teaching staff had a busy end to the holidays as they prepared 
for the return of their students. Learning programmes are 
underway and there is a very settled vibe throughout the school. 
Remember, if at any time you have a question your child’s 
teacher is only an email / Seesaw  message away or you are 
most welcome to pop in. Staff emails can be found at http://
www.mosston.school.nz/staff.html. Staff are encouraged to 
maintain a healthy school/home life balance and to respond to 
emails or messages during their time at school.   
 

Real Time Reporting continues this year. In Term One we will 
be  sharing your child’s learning in Te Reo, their Learning Map 
and a  writing progress update. In week 7 (11 and 12 March.) we 
will hold  our Meet the Whānau with all parents. School will 
finish at 2pm on these days.  Remember as many family 
members (Grandparents, aunts and uncles etc.) as you like can 
join Seesaw and see your child/ren’s work. If you need any 
Seesaw connection information, please see Sue in the office.  
 

So many highlights in Term 1 which include the Keeping 
Ourselves Safe  programme with the support of New Zealand 
Police, Forest Lakes Camp for our year 5 & 6 students, biking, 
cricket and Rippa Rugby for all  students, Junior Tabloids, the 
duathlon and triathlon, a healthy eating show, Sea Week, 
student leaders announcement, Artist in Residence and ‘Non 
Uniform Days’ to help fill the breakfast club pantry and then 
later bring an item for  the Easter Raffle. Check out the dates of 
coming events in  the big blue box in this newsletter. 
 

My door is always open if you would like to pop in for a chat or 

you can contact me via email. We are always open to receiving 
feedback and it was  lovely to receive this email earlier in the 
week. 
 

“Kia ora! Thanks for sending us the pepeha outline! It was 
actually such a big reason as to how we landed on Mosston as 
our number one choice school - it was so cool to watch our 
child’s cousins come through Mosston with an extensive 
knowledge of Te Ao Māori. I just discovered something last year 
about pepeha though! I started studying Te Reo Māori and 
learnt that a pepeha tells a story of our ancestors - from who 
and where do we descend? From what land and what waters? I 
had always assumed that a pepeha told the story of our current 
surroundings, as this is what I was taught at school! Here’s a link 
to a beautiful article about pepeha for Māori and non-Māori in 
case you’re interested. 
I don’t want my child to have to learn more about who she is as 
tangata whenua via google as an adult the way I’m having to, 
and am so incredibly grateful that she’s in a school that takes 
care and consideration with honouring Māori language and 
culture.” Junior Hub Parent  
 

I look forward to another year of working with whānau to 
provide a supportive and fun learning environment for all. Enjoy 
the long weekend and fingers crossed the weather allows us to 
enjoy some time outside in the sun.  
Ngā mihi nui Michelle, mwatson@mosston.school.nz 
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Term Dates for 2024 
Term 2 29 April to 5 July (King’s birthday 3 June, 
Matariki 28 June) 
Term 3 22 July - 27 September 
Term 4 14 October - to be advised 
 

Library Update 
A big thank you to HOOT for purchasing some new shelving for 
our fiction books in the library. They look amazing. There are a 
number of exciting changes happening to update our library. 
The library will be open and Mrs Butters will be in the library 
until 3:20pm on a Thursday so students are able to take books 
out, or do homework during this time.   

 
 
 

School Policy Access 
School Policies explain how we do things at Mosston and the 
systems and processes we follow. Each term we ask for parent 
feedback on our policies via the newsletter. Mosston School 
policies can be found on www.schooldocs.co.nz.   The user 
name is mosston and the password is owl. This information is 
always at the top of this regular newsletter. 
 

Uniform Donations  
We are always grateful for donations of uniform to have as 
spares for when children have accidents or to on sell to whānau. 
Please drop any used uniform in good condition to the office 
 

School Shoes 

A reminder that shoes must be black on black, no other colours 
i.e. soles, stitching, laces etc.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Swimming Lessons 
The Splash Centre is closed 
for all of February so 
swimming will not start 
until March 2024. Due to a 
lack of available swimming 
spots at the Splash Centre 
only Kiwi and Tui Hub will 
be swimming in 2024. The Junior Hub will have the opportunity 
to have water fun on the water slide instead. 

Real Time Reporting Alert Term 1 
Te Reo, Learning maps and Writing 

What’s Coming Up - also visit www.mosston.school.nz 
5 Feb SCHOOL CLOSED 

6 Feb SCHOOL CLOSED-Waitangi Day 

8 Feb Library open (every Thursday) until 3:20pm 

9 Feb School Assembly at 2:30pm in the hall 

12 Feb Multi Sport Bike in Schools begins 
Camp Meeting for Year 5 & 6 students 

13 Feb School board meeting 5:30pm 

15 Feb HOOT coffee and cake afternoon tea 

16 Feb “Fill The Pantry” Non Uniform Day 

22 Feb HOOT Whānau Twilight Picnic-more to follow 

23 Feb School Assembly at 2:30pm in the hall 

26-29 Feb Forest Lakes Year 5 & 6 Camp 

28 Feb  New Entrant Chit Chat at 2pm 
Keeping Ourselves Safe parent meeting at 2:45pm 

1 March Swimming (Kiwi and Tui Hubs only-not juniors) 

4 Mar Sea Week - Kiwi Hub to Kai Iwi Beach 

5 Mar Student Leader candidate speeches 

11/12 Mar Meet the Whānau Meeting-School closes from 2pm 

15 Mar HOOT Easter Raffle Non-Uniform Day TBC 

26 Mar Contributing Schools Swimming Sports-selected team 

28 Mar Triathlon Year 4 - 6 

29 Mar to 
2 April 

SCHOOL CLOSED - Easter Holiday break. NB school 
always closes on the Tuesday after Easter if it falls 
during term time 

4 Apr Junior tabloid sports (Yr 0 - 3 students) Cooks Gardens 
Whānau Hui at 3pm 

5 Apr Kiwi Cricket Festival (All students) 
Duathlon (Year 0 - 3 students) 

12 Apr Term 1 ends 

29 Apr Term 2 begins 

Each weekday Breakfast Club 8:15-9am 
Pita Pit orders via www.lunchonline.co.nz on Fridays 

http://www.schooldocs.co.nz

