
Michelle’s Message 
Welcome to the first newsletter of 2026 and a special welcome to our new students Seavfong, 
Dexiong, HongYi, Remus, Luther, Marlow, Harriett, Eddie, Oliver, Marlee, Taylor, Mason, Īhāia, 
Dion-Marcel, Raavi and Fiona. Whether you are starting your journey in Year One or joining us 
further up the school, we are so glad you’re here. We have also welcomed Kristin Jack (Room 
6) and Amie Bishop (Kereru)  to the staff and welcomed the return of Sarah Perry as the Room 
6 release teacher.  
 

I hope you all had a refreshing break and enjoyed some quality time with your tamariki. There is something special about the start 
of a new school year, the new stationery, meeting the new teacher and catching up with friends. Thank you for your support in 
ensuring that your child was well prepared for the new year with the correct uniform and school stationery. 
 

Before the students even stepped through the gates on Tuesday, our dedicated staff were hard at work. From setting up their 
classrooms to planning an engaging curriculum, their commitment to giving your children the best start possible is amazing. A big 
thank you also to Graham Nimmo for all his work in preparing the grounds - if there was one plus from the rainy holidays it was 
that the fields stayed green! 
 

A friendly reminder that every day counts. We love seeing our students here every day, on time 
and ready to learn! We will be following our mandated attendance plan (found on our school 
website) and contacting parents if your child's absence becomes 'worrying.’ In Term 4 we were 
very pleased to meet the Government target and had 85% of students attending school regularly 
which was fantastic! While I know there are some students aiming for 100% this year, it is 
important that if students are too sick to come to school then they should be staying home. The 
comment was also made that “I don’t want to be away because I don't know what I will miss”- 
that's a reflection of the great place Mosston School is to come to each day! 
 

While the term is just getting started, it’s been great to see the focus already in classrooms this week. We are already gearing up 
for our first sporting and cultural events and you will have seen the Term One sports on offer come through the school Facebook 
page or on Seesaw. We will be celebrating Chinese New Year with a Big Day In on the 17th February. We will also be placing a 
strong focus on our core value of Manaakitanga this term. We look forward to the support of Constable Paul with our Kia Kaha unit 
and the Fire Service with our Firewise Inquiry unit. There is also the duathlon and the triathlon and the famous HOOT Easter Egg 
Hunt. There is a lot to fit into just nine weeks! 
 

You have likely heard in the news that the Minister of Education has made changes to the way we report to parents. Fortunately 
we already follow many of the new guidelines. Please be assured that we remain committed to providing clear, meaningful 
information about your child's progress. As a staff we are working through the details of the new assessment and reporting 
requirements alongside implementing the new English and Mathematics curriculum. 
 

I am excited to see what this term brings for our staff and learners. Be sure to check the Upcoming Events section on page 2 of this 
newsletter so you don't miss out on any of the action. We look forward to seeing all our families at our Meet the Whanau in week 6 
and discussing your child’s Mosston learning journey with you. Remember, my door is always open if you want to pop in for a chat 
or to share an idea. Enjoy the long weekend and some sunny weather! "He waka eke noa" – We are all in this boat together.  
 

Ngā mihi nui, Michelle 
mwatson@mosston.school.nz 
 
If you wish to contact your child’s teacher you may pop in for a chat before or after school. Or you may email them via the 
address below or thru the messaging part of the Seesaw App. Teachers are not expected to reply to families outside their normal 
working hours. 
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Our Vision:   

Nuture positive relationships and create lifelong learners. 

Poipoia te wairua o te temaiti kia puta aia ki te ao mārama 

Our Mission:   

To engage learners through  

quality education.  

Tākaia te tamaiti ki ngā o te tako 

School Policies can be found at:  
www.schooldocs.co.nz Search for Mosston School and use the password owl  
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Lisa Preston Ruru lpreston@mosston.school.nz Tarryn Cleveland Hihi tcleveland@mosston.school.nz 

Bronwyn Maddox 
or Amie Bishop 

Kereru bmaddox@mosston.school.nz 
abishop@mosston.school.nz 

Diane Alexander Pukeko dalexander@mosston.school.nz 

Abby Richards Room 3 arichards@mosston.school.nz Caitlin Gillum Room 4 cgillum@mosston.school.nz 

Kim Gust Room 5 kgust@mosston.school.nz Kristin Jack or Sarah 
Perry 

Room 6 kjack@mosston.school.nz 
sperry@mosston.school.nz 



School Lunches - every Friday 
School lunches have changed this year, They are still coming 
from Pita Pit on a Friday, but it is now through 
www.mykindo.co.nz and is called Ezlunch (no longer 
lunchonline.co.nz). There have also been some changes made to 
the Pita Pit menu. Any balances from 2025 will be transferred 
over when you sign up. Scan the code to download the app from 
the Appstore or Google Playstore. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

āheia  

confident  
Real Time Reporting Alert Term 1 

Tikanga / Te Reo, Learning Maps and Writing 

What’s Coming Up - also visit www.mosston.school.nz 

6 Feb Waitangi Day School Closed 

9 Feb Green Team begins for 2026 

12 Feb Peer Mediators begin for 2026 

13 Feb  Swimming starts for students in Years 3 to 6 

 Mandarin Learning assistant arrives for weekly 
lessons 

 School Assembly in Hall at 2:30pm 

17 Feb   BIG DAY IN celebrating Chinese New Year 

 School Board Meeting 4:30pm 

20 Feb FILL THE PANTRY Non-Uniform Day 

24 Feb  Rippa lessons held at Mosston for all students 

 HOOT (Parents’ Group) Annual General Meeting 

27 Feb  Triathlon (Years 4 - 6) at Springvale Park 

 School Assembly in Hall at 2:20pm 

 Lucky Book orders close 

2 to 5 March Big Foot Biking in School - all classes 

4 March New Entant Chit Chat for invited families at 2pm 

5 March HOOT Whānau Picnic at school between 5 and 7pm 

6 March Student Leader applicant speeches 

9 & 10 March Meet the Whānau interviews - School ends at 2pm 
each day 

10 March Interschool Triathlon (Years 4-6 students) 

12 March Duathlon at Mosston (Years 0-3 students) 

13 March Senior Swimming Sports (Year 4-6 only, Year 3 
students swim as usual) 

17 March Rippa lesson held at Mosston for all children 

20 March HOOT Easter Hamper Raffle Non-Uniform Day 

27 March School Assembly in Hall at 2:20pm 

31 March West Cluster School Tabloid Sports at Cooks’ 
Gardens (Years 0-3 students) 

1 April Class visits to the Fire Station (all students) 

2 April  HOOT Easter Egg Hunt 

 Final day of Term 1 

Each weekday Breakfast Club 8:15-9am 
Pita Pit orders via www.mykindo.co.nz on Fridays 


