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Our Vision: Our Mission:
Nuture positive relationships and create lifelong learners. To engage learners through
Poipoia te wairua o te temaiti kia puta aia ki te ao marama  quality education.
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Michelle’s Message
Kia ora whanau, ni hau, namaste, cyfarchion, konnichi wa, suostei, kia orana, groete, kumusta, ahlan, talofa, mhoroi, haigh, ahoj,

muli shani and hello.

It has been a fantastic start to the year! Walking through the playground and visiting classrooms, it’s wonderful to see our tamariki
settling back into their routines with such energy and focus. We are thrilled to welcome our newest learners to the school
community. A big shout-out to Raavi and Bodhi, who have joined us in Ruru classroom. We are so glad you
are here!

Our school is a vibrant tapestry of backgrounds, and we take great pride in our cultural diversity. Currently,
our community is made up of: NZ European 50%, Maori 25%, Chinese 10%, Indian 5%, South African 4% and (
all other 6%. At our school, we believe it is vital for students to learn about the cultures of others. This
understanding fosters the empathy and respect that sit at the heart of our school values.

A massive "Well Done" to our Year 4-6 students who participated in the Triathlon today! Whether you
competed as an individual or worked together in a team, we are incredibly proud of your effort. It was great to see our values of
perseverance and sportsmanship on full display. Big thanks to Lisa for her organisation of this event.

The Board has officially approved our new and mandated Attendance Management Plan as required by
NDANQE the Ministry Of Education. To ensure we are supporting every learner, please note that if a student
T ERS, misses five or more days in a term, we will initiate our management plan and contact home to see how
T we can help get them back on track. You will find the Attendance Management Plan here. “The more
often students attend school, the better they do at school, the happier they are, and the better they
are set up for life.” (NZ Curriculum). You will receive an update on your child's attendance at your Learning Conversations.

We can't wait to see all our families at the HOOT whanau picnic. Fingers crossed for lovely weather. We are very lucky to have an
amazing HOOT team who provide such events for our school community.

In our last newsletter | mentioned the new assessment and reporting requirements being put on to schools. Mosston will be having
a Teacher Only Day on Friday, 1st May. Staff will be onsite focusing on Assessment to further improve how we track and support
your child's progress. (School will be closed for students).

As we approach the middle of the term | can’t believe the term is passing by so quickly. There is a lot happening. We look forward
to sharing your child’s start to year with you at the Learning Conversations in week 6.

Nga mihi nui, Michelle mwatson@mosston.school.nz

Board Bit

Kia ora koutou,

For those who are new to our kura, my name is Kate Ritani and I’'m the Presiding Member for the Mosston
School Board. I'd like to extend a very warm welcome to all the new families joining the school community
this year. You have made a great decision, choosing Mosston for your child.

Over the next couple of weeks, we encourage you to come along to our Whanau Fun Night, hosted by the
amazing HOOTs, and attend the ‘Meet the Whanau’ sessions. These are fantastic opportunities to meet
teachers, connect with other families and strengthen the partnership between home and school.

The Board has already hit the ground running in 2026. At our first meeting, we approved the school's

Attendance Management Plan. We have set a goal of increasing the percentage of students attending regularly to 80% across all
terms. This aligns with Ministry of Education guidelines and, most importantly, reflects what we know to be true — regular
attendance makes a real difference to learning, friendships, confidence and overall wellbeing. Every day at school counts.

We also had a chance to check out the new replacement windows across all of our classroom hubs. Installed over the summer
break, they not only look smart, but also improve ventilation, helping to keep classrooms healthier during the winter months.

Enjoy the second half of the school term. If you see me around the school, please don’t hesitate to say hi.

Kate, kritani@mosston.school.nz Teachers Only Day on the 1st of May




Student Spotlight - Krystal, Lucy and Ava

e

These students from Room 5 are proud to showcase their recent
projects. Krystal designed a striking digital Pepeha, while Lucy
and Ava conducted research on key figures from the Te Tiriti o
Waitangi, beautifully publishing their findings which include
hand-drawn portraits. Ka pai to mahi wahine toa!

Schools Docs (SChOOl Policies) Term 1 reviews are open now
We value your input! This term, we are reviewing our school
policies on Sun Protection, Digital Technology & Online Safety,
and Cell Phones.

Please go to www.mosston.schooldocs.co.nz and use the login
information found at the top of this newsletter to share your
feedback.

BIG Foot Biking

Next week we have the Big Foot biking team coming into school.
Students may bring in their own bikes if they have them. Bikes
may be stored in the hall overnight but they should all be picked
up by Friday. It is your child’s responsibility to put their bikes
into the hall each day.

How We Respond to Student Absences

It is mandatory for all schools to have an attendance
management plan based on STAR (The Ministry of Education’s
Stepped Attendance Response programme) from the beginning
of the 2026 school year.

From Term 1, 2026, daily attendance must be recorded every
day schools are open for instruction and entered into our
attendance register by the end of that day. If we do not have the
correct information from you, we have to mark your child’s
absence as unjustified or truant, dependent on what
information we have or have not received from you.

* You must tell us why your child is not at school. You must
share the reason; simply saying that they are away is not
enough.

Late drop offs and early pick-ups from school will also be
recorded. School hours are 9am — 3pm.

Holidays during term are coded as unjustified absences.

*

*

Attendance Codes are NZ Government directives, therefore
when coding absences we must comply with the legislation.

Justified Absences include:

* |llness/medical absence

* Explained and approved by the Principal (not including
Holidays during term time)

Unjustified Absences include:
* Truant, absent without parent/caregiver permission
* Explained but not approved by the Principal
* Holiday during term time
* When you do not tell us the reason
Even justified absences very quickly add up and impact your
child’s learning

OWL Awards (opportunities
for wisdom and learning)

In Room 6 the OWL awards flew
in and landed in the desks of Lily
and Matilda. Lily received her
OWL for a settled and positive
start to the year. Matilda was -
awarded her OWL for |
perseverance  when  solving |¥
maths problems. Well done girls!

C.A.R.E.S Awards

Congratulations to our latest CARES Award recipients! On this
occasion, we are celebrating students who have demonstrated
Confidence. Well done to Mereani, Micah, Dion-Marcel, Mia,
Lucy E, Bodhi R, Pearl, and Jackson H for their achievement.
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What’s Coming Up - also visit www.mosston.school.nz

2 March Big Foot Biking at School - Ruru, Hihi, Kereru
3 March Big Foot Biking at School - Kereru, Pukeko, Room 3
4 March e Big Foot Biking at School - Rooms 4,5 & 6
e New Entrant Chit Chat for invited families at 2pm
e St Georges Year 6 ‘Have a Go’ day
5 March e Big Foot Biking at School - Rooms 4,5 & 6
e HOOT Whanau Picnic at school 5pm to 7pm
6 March e Student Leader applicant speeches

e Swimming Years 3to 6

9 & 10 March Meet the Whanau interviews - School ends at 2pm

each day

10 March Interschool Triathlon (selected team)

12 March Funathlon at Mosston (Years 0-3 students)

13 March e Assembly 2:20pm in the hall
e HOOT Easter Hamper Raffle Non-Uniform Day
o Swimming Years3to 6

17 March e Rippa lesson held at Mosston for all children
e HOOT meeting Room 3 at 5:30pm

19 March Hot X Buns orders due

20 March Lucky Book Club orders close - Issue 2

24 March e Mosston School board meeting 4:30pm
e Soccer for all Mosston girls

27 March e Swimming Sports (Year 3-6 only)
e Hot X Buns delivered

31 March West Cluster School Tabloid Sports at Cooks’
Gardens (Years 0-3 students)

1 April Class visits to the Fire Station (all students)

2 April e HOOT Easter Egg Hunt

e HOOT Pizza lunch
e Assembly 2pm in the hall instead of 27 March

e Final day of Term 1
Each weekday Breakfast Club 8:15-9am

Pita Pit orders via www.mykindo.co.nz on Fridays

Real Time Reporting Alert Term 1
Tikanga / Te Reo, Learning Maps and Writing




